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IPIS 

 

IPIS UPCOMING EVENTS 

17 December Ð Public Debate ÒCongolese NGOÕs als sleutel voor beter beheer van 
natuurlijke rijkdommenÓ Ð IPIS, Antwerp Ð More information: 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/news.php?id=263 

 

 
 

Natural resources in the Great Lakes Region  

 

DRC 

Are mining companies liable for pil lage in the Congo?  
(11/12/2009 Ð Jason Stearns) 
http://congosiasa.blogspot.com/2009/12/are-mining-companies-liable-for-pillage.html 

Article on the debate about "due diligence." 
 
Lubumbashi : reprise des activitŽs mini•res ˆ la faveur de la montŽe des cours 
mondiaux . 
(13/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25826 

As the mineral prices have raised on the world market, mining enterprises in Katanga 
have relaunched their activities.  
 
Congo president aims to rescue Miba.  
(9/12/2009 Ð Africa Mining Intelligence) 
For consultation at request, or at IPIS library. 
Joseph Kabila has promised to spend US$20 million before the start of next year to 
revive MIBAÕs cash resources. 
 
PŽtrole - RDC et Angola cherchent arbitre . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100095.html 

The dispute between the DRC and Angola on the offshore oilfields keeps on agitating 
the relations between the two countries, although both prefer a diplomatic solution. 
 
Heinrich Boell Foundation publishes ne w paper on forestry in Congo Basin . 
(9/12/2009 Ð BIC) 
http://www.bicusa.org/en/Article.11682.aspx 

BIC board member and environmental expert Korinna Horta considers the 
challenges and opportunities for REDD and forest governance in the Congo Basin 
region. 
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Exploitation illŽgale des for•ts - SchŽma de mise en oeuvre du plan d'action 
Flegt . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912110062.html 

Article on the DRC making acquaintance with the FLEGT programme, against the 
illegal logging of forests. 
 
Lettre ouverte de Greenpeace, Global Withness et Rainforest Foundation . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100163.html 

Greenpeace, Global witness and Rainforest Foundation wrote an open letter to the 
World Bank to condemn its role in the forestry sector in the DRC. 
 
Balkanisation de la RDC - La NSCC pointe du doigt des ONG humanitaires . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100167.html 

The ÔNouvelle sociŽtŽ civile congolaiseÕ denounced the hidden agenda some 
humanitarian NGOs detain, the balkanisation of the DRC and the pillaging of its 
natural resources. 
 
 

 

International mining companies in the Great Lakes Region  

 

DRC 

AccusŽe de pollution en C ™te d'Ivoire - PŽtrole et fraude : la filiale de Trafigura 
fermŽe en RDC . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912140009.html 

Branch-establishments of Trafigura in the DRC have been closed by the Chamber of 
Commerce as some illegal practices were revealed. 
 
Anvil Shareholders Approve Transaction with Trafigura Beheer B.V. . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Canadian Newswire) 
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/December2009/14/c2793.html 

Anvil Mining Limited is pleased to announce that at the special meeting on December 
11, the Anvil shareholders approved the US$200 million debt and equity financing 
transaction with Trafigura, which was originally announced on August 10, 2009. 
Anvil anticipates that the second tranche of the US$100 million equity financing 
approved by the Anvil shareholders will close on December 15, 2009 and that the 
additional agreements, consisting of a Loan Agreement, an Offtake Agreement for 
copper produced at Kinsevere, an Ancillary Rights Agreement providing Trafigura 
with certain ongoing rights and a Technical Services Agreement relating to the 
development of Kinsevere Stage II, will also come into effect at that time. 
 
ENRC becomes major player in cobalt.  
(9/12/2009 Ð Africa Mining Intelligence) 
For consultation at request, or at IPIS library. 
When KazakhstanÕs ENRC bought 94,33% of CAMEC it gained access to 8.000 
tonnes of cobalt concentrate. 
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Thomas Kaplan.  
(9/12/2009 Ð Africa Mining Intelligence) 
For consultation at request, or at IPIS library. 
The American company Caracal Gold, owned by Kaplan, began prospecting in the 
Mambasa region in Ituri on November 23. 
 
Mwana Africa completes further drilling programme at Zani -Kodo gold 
prospect . 
(10/12/2009 Ð SmallCapNews) 
http://www.smallcapnews.co.uk/article/Mwana_Africa_completes_further_drilling_programme_at_ZaniKodo_gold_pro
spect/7998.aspx 

Mining group Mwana Africa has completed a nine-hole, 2,550m diamond core drilling 
programme at the Kodo Main section of its Zani-Kodo gold prospect in the DRC. 
 
Gem Diamonds sale of assets in the DRC . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Mineweb) 
http://www.mineweb.co.za/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page674?oid=94231&sn=Detail 

Gem Diamonds Sells DRC Concessions.  
(9/12/2009 Ð International Diamond Exchange) 
http://www.idexonline.com/portal_FullNews.asp?id=33322 

Gem Diamonds today announces that it has completed the sale of its shares in two 
of its three companies in the DRC to Kasai Resource Mining Limited ("KRM") for a 
total purchase price of US$ 3.8 million. 
 
eResearch Issues Initiating Report on Greenock Resources Inc.  
(15/12/2009 Ð Marketwire) 
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/Eresearch-1091148.html 

Greenock Resources Inc. is a Canadian-based mineral development company 
focused on early- to mid-stage properties that have high potential for near-term 
production. An updated feasibility study on its flagship Kakanda copper project in the 
DRC is expected in mid-2010 and should garner increased investor attention for the 
Company. 
 
Malta David Forrest.  
(9/12/2009 Ð Africa Mining Intelligence) 
For consultation at request, or at IPIS library. 
George ForrestÕs eldest son is to take on the job of chairman of George Forrest 
International on January 1. 
 

UGANDA 

Eni Has Funds to Develop UgandaÕs Oil Industry, Minister Says . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Bloomberg) 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=aF0AkdyBDi5E 

Eni SpA has the funds to support the development of UgandaÕs oil industry, a 
government minister said today, indicating ItalyÕs biggest energy company may 
succeed in its $1.5 billion acquisition of Heritage Oil Plc assets. 
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Be Cautious on the Oil Deal . 
(10/12/2009 Ð New Vision Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912110129.html 

Tullow 'Vows to Stop' Heritage Oil Deal . 
(15/12/2009 Ð The Monitor Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912150910.html 

Tullow may block Uganda Heritage -Eni deal . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Reuters) 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKLDE5BE26J20091215 

UPDATE: Eni Entry Into Uganda May Slow Oil Developments -Tullow . 
(15/12/2009 Ð The Wall Street Journal) 
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20091215-706662.html 

Recent media reports have it that Italian oil firm Eni is bidding to buy oil explorer 
Heritage Oil's interest in Uganda. Tullow Oil, who are equal partners with Heritage in 
two exploration blocks in western Uganda, have, however, opposed the deal and 
have threatened to invoke their pre-emptive rights. 
 

BURUNDI 

Danko Konchar.  
(9/12/2009 Ð Africa Mining Intelligence) 
For consultation at request, or at IPIS library. 
It turns out that finally South African Samancor, one of the worldÕs leading chrome 
companies and which belongs to Danko Konchar, has obtained permits for the nickel 
deposits at Musongati, Nyabikere and Wagga in Burundi. 
 
 

 

Arms trade / Security in the Great Lakes Region  

 
Climate change could increase conflict in Africa . 
(4/12/2009 Ð Pambazuka) 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/60759 

The effects of climate change are likely to lead to increased levels of conflict across 
Africa, a new study has suggested. Cyril Mychalejko takes a closer look at responses 
to the reportÕs conclusions. 
 
Obama Moves Ahead With Africom . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Pambazuka Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912100945.html 

In his 11 July 2009 speech in Accra, Ghana, US President Barack Obama declared, 
'America has a responsibility to advance this vision, not just with words, but with 
support that strengthens African capacity. When there is genocide in Darfur or 
terrorists in Somalia, these are not simply African problems - they are global security 
challenges, and they demand a global response. 
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DRC 

Cracking down on 'conflict minerals' . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Los Angeles Times) 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-congo15-2009dec15,0,2873336.story 

The deadliest conflict since World War II, in which 5.4 million people have died and 
200,000 women have been raped, rages far from Iraq and Afghanistan. It is in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, where murderous militias are battling for control of 
valuable minerals such as tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold, which are essential to the 
worldwide production of consumer electronics. Congolese, in other words, are dying 
in extraordinary numbers for our cellphones and video games, digital cameras and 
laptop computers. 
 
What's going on in Dongo?  
(10/12/2009 Ð Jason Stearns) 
http://congosiasa.blogspot.com/2009/12/whats-going-on-in-dongo.html 

Article trying to describe the conflict in Dongo. 
 
Dongo, la menace armŽe se prŽcise . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912110045.html 

Article stating the insurgents in Dongo are no longer a small news item, but are 
becoming a real threat to stability in the region. 
 
Situation sŽcuritaire ˆ l'Equateur - Les FARDC reprennent le contr™le de Dongo 
et ses environs . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912150029.html 

Congo army retakes stronghold of western uprising . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Reuters) 
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE5BE01R20091215?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews&utm_source
=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+reuters%2FAFRICATopNews+%28News+%2F+AFRIC
A+%2F+Top+News%29&utm_content=Bloglines 

Dongo : Bozene, Tandala et Bobito, sous contr™le des FARDC . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25799 

Dongo sous contr™le des FARDC . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Le Phare Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912151052.html 

Aux grands maux, de grands rem•des . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912150395.html 

Equateur : les forces gouvernementales ˆ Dongo . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25836 

On Sunday FARDC troops have reached Dongo to restore state authority in the 
tormented region. 
 
DRC-CONGO: Needs unmet as refug ees flee from Congo to Congo . 
(9/12/2009 Ð IRIN) 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=87381 

Aid agencies have been unable to fully meet the needs of tens of thousands of 
people who have fled inter-communal clashes over natural resources in northwestern 
Democratic Republic of Congo, according to UNHCR. And according to the 
Humanitarian Affairs Minister in the neighbouring Republic of Congo, the refugeesÕ 
destination, time is of the essence. 
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More than 80,000 people driven out by clashes in north -west DR Congo Ð UN 
agency . 
(15/12/2009 Ð UN News Centre) 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33264&Cr=equateur&Cr1= (English) 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20812&Cr=Congo&Cr1= (French) 

Plus de 74 000 rŽfugiŽs de la RDC venus de Dongo face ˆ leur survie . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25777 

Tribal violence in the north-west of the DRC has sent 84,000 people fleeing across 
the border into the Republic of the Congo since last month, with the United Nations 
refugee agency reporting today that supplies to assist the displaced are running low. 
 
 
Alan Doss parle ouvertement de la guerre dans la province de l'Equateur . 
(10/12/2009 Ð La ProspŽritŽ Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100328.html 

Alan Doss : ÇNous devons •tre pr•ts ˆ toute ŽventualitŽ face ˆ la situation de 
lÕEquateurÈ. 
(9/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25786 

MONUC : lÕautoritŽ de lÕŽtat doit •tre rŽtablie ˆ Dongo . 
(11/12/2009 Ð MONUC) 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=6683 

At the MONUC press meeting Alan Doss elaborated on the current situation in 
Dongo and the South Ubangi district. 
 
RDC : La MONUC renforce ses positions da ns le nord -ouest . 
(9/12/2009 Ð UN News Centre) 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20775&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 

Alan Doss announced the MONUC will increase its presence in the north-western 
part of the DRC as situation of insecurity is deteriorating. 
 
Alan Doss meets the Russian crew of a MONUC helicopter attacked in Dongo . 
(12/12/2009 Ð MONUC) 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=932&ctl=Details&mid=1096&ItemID=6730 (English) 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=6728 (French) 

In a brief ceremony at MONUCÕs headquarters in Kinshasa today, Special 
Representative Alan Doss met the crew of the MONUC civilian helicopter that was 
attacked with gunfire on 25 November last in Dongo, in Equateur province. 
 
Ituri : reprise des combats entre FARDC et FPJC ˆ Walendu Bindi.  
(15/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25842 

FARDC soldiers clashed last week with FPJC rebels in Walendu Bindi, Ituri. 
 
UN faces tough choice in DRC . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Mail&Guardian) 
http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-12-09-un-faces-tough-choice-in-drc 

The United Nations Security Council faces a major headache in the DRC, where it 
must extend but perhaps also rethink the mandate of a much-criticised UN 
peacekeeping force. 
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Thirtieth report of the Secretary -General on the United Nations Organiza tion 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
(4/12/2009 Ð UN Security Council Ð UNHCR) 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b2224182.html 

The report from the UN Secretary General covers developments since the previous 
report dated 18 Sept. 2009 until 25 Nov. 2009. 
 
Lubumbashi Tackles Abusive Officers - Better Training and Working 
Conditions Seen as Key to Ending Police Violations . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Institute for war and peace reporting) 
http://www.iwpr.net/index.php?apc_state=hen&s=o&o=l=EN&p=acr&s=f&o=358178  
(11/12/2009 Ð Institute for war and peace reporting - allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912110910.html 

Crimes committed by members of the police force against the public have become a 
significant problem throughout the DRC. Almost every week, rumours circulate of 
abuses committed by policemen - largely theft, extortion and physical abuse - but 
most are not officially reported, and investigations of alleged offending officers are 
rare. 
 
Nord Kivu : vers l'Žlaboration d'un plan provincial de contr™le d' armes lŽg•res . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25804 

Some 50 state and non-state actors from North Kivu have gathered to talk about the 
possibility to work out a provincial campaign to control the proliferation of small arms 
and light weapons. 
 
Les Etats -Unis assistent les victimes de violences sexuelles en RDC . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912110017.html 

USAID and International Rescue Committee are launching a project to assist victims 
of rape in the Kivu provinces. 
 
La majoritŽ de la population ne mange pas assez au Sud -Kivu . 
(14/12/2009 Ð IPS Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912141437.html 

About 2,4 million South Kivu inhabitants, of its 3 million population, suffer from food 
shortage. 
 
Le nombre des violences sexuelles s'est multip liŽ dans le Sud -Kivu . 
(12/12/2009 Ð IPS Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912130014.html 

Le nombre de viols a doublŽ au Kivu . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Colette Braeckman) 
http://blogs.lesoir.be/colette-braeckman/2009/12/14/524/ 

Are we focusing too much on sexual violence in the DRC?  
(14/12/2009 Ð Jason Stearns) 
http://congosiasa.blogspot.com/2009/12/are-we-focusing-too-much-on-sexual.html 

Yes, act against sexual violence . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Jason Stearns) 
http://congosiasa.blogspot.com/2009/12/yes-act-against-sexual-violence.html 

Articles on the problem of sexual violence in the Kivu provinces. 
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RD Congo : Bulletin d'information humanitaire - Sud-Kivu, du 2 au 8 dŽcembre 
2009. 
(9/12/2009 Ð OCHA Ð Reliefweb) 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/VVOS-7YMRMV?OpenDocument&RSS20=22-P 

Briefing humanitaire en RDC, 31 novembre au 11 dŽcembre 2009. 
(11/12/2009 Ð OCHA - Reliefweb) 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/VVOS-7YMR3X?OpenDocument&RSS20=22-P 

OCHA reports on the humanitarian situation and humanitarian assistance in the 
eastern Congolese provinces.  
 
Ituri : le RŽseau Haki Na Amani recommande la crŽation dÕune commission 
vŽritŽ et rŽconciliation . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25797 

Article on the demand a local NGO in Ituri to establish a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 
 
Le juge Sang -Hyun Song, prŽsident de la CPI, en mission en RDC . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25788 

Kinshasa : le prŽsident de la CPI rŽit•re la demande pour le transfert de Bosco 
Ntaganda ˆ La Haye . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25796 

En sŽjour ˆ Kinshasa - Le prŽsident de la CPI se prononce pour le transfert de 
Bosco Ntaganda ˆ La Haye . 
(12/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912111016.html 

Sang-Hyun Song, president from the ICC, on an official mission in the DRC, declared 
Bosco Ntaganda should be arrested and transferred to The Hague.  
 

Report UN Grou p of Experts  

Final report of the Group of Experts on the DRC Ð press backgrounder . 
(9/12/2009 Ð MONUC) 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=932&ctl=Details&mid=1096&ItemID=6659 (English) 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=6674 (French) 

The Group of Experts on the DRC is an independent group of external consultants 
appointed by the Secretary General of the United Nations, in consultations with the 
Security Council Sanctions Committee on the DRC and mandated to monitor the 
implementation of the arms embargo imposed on non- governmental armed groups 
operating in eastern DRC, and, in particular, to investigate the financial and material 
support given to such armed groups. The Group is a subsidiary body of the Security 
Council to which it reports in writing, through the Sanctions Committee, which is in 
turn mandated to designate individuals and entities for targeted sanctions, notably an 
assets freeze and a travel ban. 
 
Ugandans in Illegal Gold Trade . 
(12/12/2009 Ð New Vision Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912130088.html 

Ugandan businessmen have been named in illegal gold trade and supporting a 
Rwandan rebel group, FDLR, operating in eastern Congo. According to a report 
compiled by a group of five experts last month and sent to the UN Security Council, 
FDLR gold networks are tightly intertwined with trading networks operating within 
Uganda, Burundi and the United Arab Emirates. 
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FDLR 

Congo: Knowing the enemy . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Guardian) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2009/dec/08/congo-fdlr-rwanda 

Video on photojournalist Susan SchulmanÕs travel to Congo with the Rwandan 
defence force as part of a groundbreaking attempt, Umoja Wetu, to destroy the 
FDLR. 
 
Kalehe : des attaques attribuŽes aux FDLR contre les FARDC signalŽes ˆ 
Nyabibwe . 
(11/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25808 

FDLR elements have attacked FARDC soldiers of the Kimia II operation, in 
Nyabibwe, Kalehe territory (South Kivu), last week. 
 
Nyamilima : insŽcuritŽ, les FDLR proc•dent ˆ 4 enl•vements en une semaine . 
(12/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25817 

DR Congo says Rwandan rebel FDLR resorts to abductions in North Kivu . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Xinhua) 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/15/content_12650669.htm 

Members of the FDLR have kidnapped at least four people since last week in the 
Nyamilima area, about 100 km from Goma, the capital of North-Kivu province in the 
DRC. 
 
Masisi : accalmie sŽcuritaire dans plusieurs localitŽs, mais les probl•mes 
humanitaires demeurent . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25790 

The security situation in Masisi has improved considerably, the humanitarian 
situation however remains worrying. 
 
Walikale : attaques des FDLR, 1 mort, 11 villages vidŽs de leurs habitants . 
(13/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25825 

Les FDLR tuent et pillent ˆ Walikale . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912150310.html 

And FDLR Ð Mayi Mayi alliance is causing a lot of insecurity in Walikale, North Kivu. 
 
Nord Kivu : Kimia 2, les FARDC lancent des attaques contre les FDLR sur 
plusieurs fronts . 
(15/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25845 

In the framework of Kimia II, FARDC has launched several attacks against the FDLR 
rebels in North Kivu in the last three days.. 
 
Plus de 1.200 FDLR tuŽs et presque autant de rapatriŽs en 10 m ois . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100226.html 

The Kimia II spokesperson Sylvain Ekenge stated the successes of the military 
operation against the FDLR rebels are considerable. 
 



 

 11  
IPIS vzw - Briefing 9 Ð 15 December 2009 

 

Dans un rapport adressŽ au Conseil de sŽcuritŽ . 
(10/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912100219.html 

Article on the UN Secretary GeneralÕs recent report balancing the military successes 
and the human cost of the Kimia II operations. 
 
DR Congo: UN has suspended cooperation with army units accused of rights 
abuses . 
(14/12/2009 Ð UN News Centre) 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33255&Cr=monuc&Cr1= 

RDC : La MONUC va poursuivre sa mission malgrŽ les abus de l'armŽe 
congolaise, selon Ban . 
(14/12/2009 Ð UN News Centre) 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20806&Cr=RDC&Cr1= 

UN peacekeepers in the DRC have suspended logistical or other support for units of 
the FARDC when there are sufficient grounds to believe their operations would 
violate human rights, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today. 
 
Human Rights Watch urges UN to stop backing Congo army . 
(14/12/2009 Ð BBC) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8411192.stm 

UN-backed Congo troops 'killing civilians' . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Mail&Guardian) 
http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-12-14-unbacked-congo-troops-killing-civilians 

Campaign group Human Rights Watch is urging the UN to immediately stop 
supporting Kimia II, a military campaign in DR Congo against Rwandan rebels. 
 
UN: Act to End Atrocities in Eastern Congo . 
(13/12/2009 Ð Human Rights Watch) 
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/12/12/un-act-end-atrocities-eastern-congo 

ONU-RDC : atrocitŽs dans lÕEst, Human Rights Watch appelle le Conseil de 
sŽcuritŽ ˆ agir en toute  urgence . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25832 

The United Nations Security Council should urgently act to protect civilians in the 
eastern DRC from further atrocities by government and rebel forces and ensure 
peacekeepers are not implicated in abuses, Human Rights Watch said in a report 
published today. 
 
DRC: Rights group report is 'attempt to distort truth' . 
(16/12/2009 Ð Mail&Guardian) 
http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-12-16-drc-rights-group-report-is-attempt-to-distort-truth 

A Human Rights Watch report accusing the DRC soldiers of attacking civilians is "an 
attempt to distort the truth", a government minister said on Tuesday. 
 
Sud Kivu : sŽcuritŽ, la sociŽtŽ civile demande plus de pragmatisme au 
gouvernement . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25833 

South Kivu civil society organisations have asked the government to act upon the 
security situation in the province. 
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RDC : les activitŽs amŽliorŽes de protection des civils ont besoin d'•tre 
soutenues . 
(9/12/2009 Ð Refugees International - Reliefweb) 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/RMOI-7YKVS4?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P 

Refugees International is evaluating the MONUCÕs role to protect civilians within the 
Kimia II military operation. 
 

LRA 

Five More LRA Surrender . 
(9/12/2009 Ð New Vision Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912100243.html 

Five more LRA rebels surrendered yesterday, bringing the total number of those who 
have surrendered since October to over 70. UPDF spokesperson Lt. Col. Felix 
Kulayigye said the five rebels under the command of a '2nd lieutenant', who is yet to 
be identified, surrendered to the FARDC at Panangwala in DRC. 
 
'Kony Will Either Die Or Disappear' . 
(12/12/2009 Ð New Vision Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912140124.html 

Interview with Professor Monica McWilliams, the chief Commissioner, Northern 
Ireland Human Rights Commission, who was in Uganda for a week's visit and shared 
her impressions of the conflict resolution. 
 
Former LRA Accused of Child Neglect . 
(10/12/2009 Ð New Vision Ð allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912110115.html 

Child mothers have accused the former commanders of the LRA, with whom they 
produced children, of abandoning their families. They called upon the Government 
and development partners to build houses for them so that they can live independent 
lives. The child mothers said many of the commanders had chosen to return to their 
former wives, abandoning them without any support. 
 

BURUNDI 

Facing funding shortfall, BurundiÕs election needs international support Ð UN. 
(10/12/2009 Ð Un News Centre) 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33217&Cr=burundi&Cr1= (English) 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20785&Cr=Burundi&Cr1= (French) 

The Security Council today called on the international community to support the 
preparation of elections in Burundi next year after the top United Nations official in 
the small Central African country warned that a lack of funding was challenging the 
Òsignificant advancesÓ already made after decades of ethnic and factional war. 
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Other 

 
Great Lakes Echoes.  
(December 2009 Ð EurAc) 
For consultation at request. 
Monthly publication of the European Network for Central Africa. Contains several 
interesting articles, this month among other things the report of the UN Group of 
Experts, Paris Club and Congolese debt, Confusion about the return of refugees 
from Rwanda, Conclusions of the mining contracts review ...  
 
IMF Executive Board Approves US$551 Million PRGF Arrangement for the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and US$73 Million in Interim  HIPC 
Assistance . 
(11/12/2009 Ð IMF) 
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr09455.htm 

Democratic Republic of the Congo Gets $551 Million IMF Loan . 
(11/12/2009 Ð IMF) 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2009/car121109a.htm 

Accord FMI -RDC - Le plus dur est ˆ venir . 
(14/12/2009 Ð Le Potentiel Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912140010.html 

Le FMI remet la RDC en confiance!  
(14/12/2009 Ð La ProspŽritŽ Ð allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912130084.html 
La RDC et le FMI entrent en programme triennal, environ 560 millions USD . 
(12/12/2009 Ð Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=25812 

DR Congo wins IMF loan, enters debt relief program . 
(12/12/2009 Ð Reuters) 
http://af.reuters.com/article/investingNews/idAFJOE5BB01I20091212 

The Executive Board of the IMF today approved a three-year, SDR 346.45 million 
(about US$551.45 million) arrangement for the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
under the Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility. The Executive Board also 
approved additional interim assistance of SDR 45.66 million (about US$72.68 million) 
under the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative to reduce the 
DRCÕs debt service payments to the IMF. 
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IPIS latest publications  

 

IPIS LATEST REPORTS 

Activity Report 2008 . 
(9/11/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
Jaarverslag 2008.  
(13/10/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/news.php?id=252 
IPIS has published its activity report 2008. The activity report is a comprehensive 
report of IPISÕ activities in 2008. Its assignments, publications and lectures are 
presented in this document. 
 
Note accompagnatrice de la carte interactive des zones mini•res militarisŽes 
aux Kivus . 
(13/10/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/mining-sites-kivus.php 
The French version of the accompanying note on the interactive map of militarised 
mining areas in the Kivus has been published. It is an explanatory guide to the 
research methodology used to produce the interactive map of militarised mining 
areas in the Kivus (MiMiKi) map, the Concessions map and the ÔComptoirs 2008Õ 
table that are available at the site. 
 
Africa's natural resourc es in a global context . 
(12/08/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
While, on the one hand, it is widely acknowledged that Africa has great natural 
resource potential, on the other hand, one cannot but regret that the complex 
interplay between political and economic factors at the national and international 
level appears to make it impossible to use a more substantial part of the revenues 
from the exploitation and trade of these resources for the promotion of the well-being 
of people at the grassroots level. This paper, which concentrates on non-renewable 
natural resources, aims to disentangle some of the processes that explain the 
paradox between AfricaÕs natural wealth and its relatively limited level of economic 
development. It shows that the state of affairs in the resource sectors of most African 
countries is still to a large extent determined by external factors. Extractive industries 
in Africa tend to be export-oriented and contribute disappointingly little to local 
development. 
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Militarised Mining Areas in the Kivus.  
(10/08/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/mining-sites-kivus.php 
IPIS has published an interactive map of militarised mining areas in the Kivus 
(MiMiKi). Together with the map comes an explanatory guide to the research 
methodology and the possible uses of the map, including some striking findings. 
The MiMiKi map constitutes a first systematic attempt to clarify the issue of profit by 
armed groups from the extractive industry in the east of the DRCongo. The 
interactive map contains information on the location of mines, the presence of armed 
groups at mining pits and a number of other variables. Although most recent 
analyses written on the issue point out that the regionÕs relative mineral wealth is not 
the primary cause of the armed conflict in the Kivus, its role in financing armed 
groups is indisputable. Because of this situation, Western companies buying ores 
originating from the Great Lakes region, have been targeted by international NGOs 
who are asking them to implement a thorough system of due diligence. In the light of 
the loudening call for a stricter regulation of the sector, the listing of mining sites in 
the Kivus is essential. 
The MiMiKi map only shows a part of the mining sector, namely the extraction of the 
minerals. In order to find out whether Western companies are buying Congolese 
minerals from which armed groups might benefit, the whole trading chain needs to be 
established. Therefore, in addition to the MiMiKi map, IPIS has appended a specific 
table containing information on the activities of the official comptoirs (mineral traders) 
in 2008. 
It has to be noted that the MiMiKi map is not yet complete and should be considered 
as a work in progress. To date, more than 200 active mining sites are located on the 
map, including the most important. There are a few remaining blind spots (areas on 
which IPIS has no first hand information) on the map. 
 
The impact of the global financial crisis on mining in Katanga . 
(14/07/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
This report examines the impact of the global financial crisis on the mining sector in 
Katanga, the southeast province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. As far as 
the industrial mining sector is concerned, it is shown that the crisis exacerbated the 
uncertainty of mining companies that were waiting for the results of the review of the 
mining contracts and that were often in the middle of starting up or expanding their 
activities in Katanga. Nevertheless, IPIS remains convinced that the renegotiation of 
the mining contracts is of vital importance for the long-term development of the 
Congolese mining industry. As far as the artisanal mining sector is concerned, it is 
pointed out that, due to the sharp decline in mineral prices, large numbers of 
artisanal miners have left the mines. While some of them appear to have found a 
new source of income in agriculture, there are disturbing reports that others may 
have chosen to engage in criminal activities in order to stay afloat. 
Given the importance of the mining sector as a source of revenue for the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the development of a sound policy for crisis management is 
of vital importance to protect the health of the Congolese Treasury and to keep intact 
the possibility of stepping up government efforts in terms of poverty reduction and 
infrastructure development once the global economy starts to recover. This report 
shows that both the central government in Kinshasa and the provincial government in 
Lubumbashi have taken a number of measures to cope with the consequences of the 
global financial crisis. 
Unfortunately, there are indications that the ongoing decentralisation process tends 
to complicate the cooperation between the two governments. Moreover, as a result 
of the exaggerated attention for the so-called ÕrŽtrocessionÕ issue in the Congolese 
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press, there is a real risk that the anti-crisis measures of the Congolese authorities 
are not examined in a critical manner. 
 
Zimbabwe - Arms and Corruption: fuelling human rights abuse . 
(July 2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/arms-trade.php 
The following examples of irresponsible arms transfers involving Zimbabwe and 
other actors should be of great concern to the international community. The 
examples cited below are intended to illustrate further the need to ensure that the 
proposed international Arms Trade Treaty is as comprehensive as possible, and fully 
reflects the obligations of States to prevent arms transfers which pose a substantial 
risk of being used in serious violations of international human rights law. It is perhaps 
not a coincidence that these examples involve, amongst others, China and the 
U.S.A. Ð both of whose governments have been amongst the ÔdoubtersÕ in the 
ongoing United Nations General Assembly deliberations on the ATT since 2006. 
Hopefully, as the new Obama Administration reviews the U.S. approach to the 
control of conventional arms, the U.S. position will become more constructive.  
 
Culprits or scapegoats? Revisiting the role of Belgian miner al traders in 
eastern DRC.  
(13/05/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
Ever since the eruption of the second Congo war in August 1998, the mining sector 
in eastern DRC has been under the scrutiny of UN Sanctions Committees, 
academics, NGOs, and local and international media, who have been worried and 
disturbed by the links between natural resource exploitation and armed conflict in the 
region. Both state and non-state armed actors are deriving benefit from the local 
mining business by levying taxes on mineral exports, by selling minerals for their own 
profit, and by trading mining rights for financial and military support. 
The present report aims to clarify the position and responsibility of Belgian mineral 
traders in the area. Our purpose is not only to shed more light on the activities of 
Trademet and Traxys, the two companies featuring in the latest UN report, but also 
to discuss the activities of two other companies that have received less attention so 
far, namely Services and Trading International (STI) and SociŽtŽ pour le 
DŽveloppement et lÕExpansion dÕEntreprises (SDE). 
 
An analysis of Finexpo's and Ducroire/Nationale Delcrederedienst's support 
practices in compar ison to the EURODAD principles on responsible financing . 
(29/04/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/corporate-social-responsiblility.php 
In 2007, Belgian exports generated 89,3% of BelgiumÕs gross domestic product. The 
exports created employment as well as fiscal and parafiscal revenues. Because of 
the importance that exporting holds in the Belgian economy, Belgium has several 
public instruments in place to encourage and support the export of goods and 
services. At the federal level, there are Ducroire/Nationale Delcrederedienst (ONDD), 
FINEXPO and the Belgian International Invest- ment Company (BMI-SBI). At the 
regional level, the most important are the Agence Wallonne ˆ lÕExportation (AWEX) 
for Wallonia, Brussels Export for the Brussels region, and Flanders Investment and 
Trade for the Flanders Region. 
This research paper looks specifically at the practices of the two most significant 
players at the federal level: FINEXPO and Ducroire/Nationale Delcrederedienst. 
FINEXPO provides advice to the Belgian government about five types of support 
measures: rent stabilisation mechanism, interest relief (with or without grants), pure 
grants and loans (tied and untied). Ducroire/Nationale Delcrederedienst provides 
insurances and financial guarantees against commercial and political risks. Annex 1 
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to this report lists and explains the various types of support. The paper will discuss 
the financial terms, legal terms and conditions in place when FINEXPO and 
Ducroire/Nationale Delcrederedienst provide support for Belgian exports. 
The paper also looks into what extent FINEXPOÕs and Ducroire/Nationale 
DelcrederedienstÕs practices match the financial terms, legal terms and conditions 
which are set out in the EURODAD Charter on Responsible Financing. The 
principles in the Charter outline the essential components of a reasonable loan. 
Given that only FINEXPO provides,loans, the principles in the Charter are only 
directly applicable to the provision of loans by FINEXPO. Despite this fact, the 
principles are still useful in determining whether the financial and insurance practices 
of all support measures by FINEXPO and those by Ducroire/Nationale 
Delcrederedienst are responsible support measures or not. EURODADÕs principles 
represent a general framework for a tough but fair policy. 
 
Mapping Conflict Motives: Central African Republic . 
(20/02/2009 Ð IPIS) 
www.ipisresearch.be/mapping_car.php 
IPIS has published ÔMapping Conflict Motives: Central African RepublicÕ. It is the third 
study in the IPIS mapping series and it deals with the presence, behaviour and 
motivation of the armed groups that operated in the Central African Republic in 2008. 
Also the French version of the report is now online. 
 
Rechercher la problŽmatique des ressources naturelles dans la RDC.  
(12/02/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
This syllabus has been created by IPIS for its project ÕRenforcement de capacitŽ 
dÕONG congolaises qui travaillent autour les ressources naturelles : mŽthodologies 
de recherche et rŽdaction de dossiers de haute qualitŽ servant de base aux activitŽs 
de campagne et de lobbyingÕ. The project aims to reinforce the capacity of 
Congolese NGOs to produce reports and articles of high quality. 
 
Mapping Conflict Motives: Katanga Update: May - September 2008 . 
(6/01/2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/updates-katanga.php 
This report is the third (and for the moment the last) in a series of updates following 
an initial report on conflict motives in the Congolese province of Katanga. It analyses 
the most important security developments from May 2008 until September 2008. 
 
IPIS would like to highlight the following issues dealt with in the report: 
Security problems in Katanga have stopped figuring in the news. To a certain extent 
this is justified because the overall humanitarian situation in Katanga has improved 
and in general the number of human rights violations has decreased. 
However, with MONUC gradually retreating from the province the international 
presence diminishes and with it the number of eyes and ears of observers in the 
field. Nonetheless, for the future several security hazards remain. 
For one, the impact of the economic crisis on Katanga is enormous. Virtually all 
mining companies have significantly reduced or stopped their activities. The social 
consequences are dire for a province that economically relies heavily on mining. 
Secondly, in August a law was promulgated providing for the creation of 25 
Congolese provinces instead of the 10 current ones. In this scenario Katanga will be 
cut into 4 new provinces. Feelings about the issue are mixed. The possible impact is 
difficult to estimate. Finally, the human rights situation in the North of the province 
remains disquieting, with persistent violations committed by state agents. 
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The information for the updates is drawn from desktop research by IPIS and 
permanent field research carried out by four Katangese partner organisations based 
in different parts of Katanga. 

 

IPIS LATEST ARTICLES  

Stabilisation et secteur minier dans lÕEst de la RDC.  
(August 2009 Ð IPIS) 
http://www.ipisresearch.be/natural-resources.php 
In the beginning of July the Congolese government established a plan for the 
stabilisation of eastern DRC. The media remained silent concerning this initiative and 
the plan has not been made public. IPIS, however, managed to obtain this 
Congolese stabilisation plan. The objective of this article is to look at the essential 
points of the plan that could be useful as part of the Congolese and international 
efforts to dissolve the crisis in the eastern part of the country. 
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