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Natural resources in the Great Lakes Region 

 

Miners paying more for finance. Coal and platinum favoured. 
(11/06/2008 – Mineweb) 

http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page67?oid=54564&sn=Detail 

The credit crunch has not driven financers away from mining projects in Africa, but 
they are spreading the risk. Financers view the DRC as the current hot spot for 
mining investment in Africa. 
 
African Treasure Trove Still Luring Junior Miners. 
(11/06/2008 – Resource Investor) 

http://www.resourceinvestor.com/pebble.asp?relid=43532 

A lack of political certainty, infrastructure and regulation will not deter junior mining 
companies from exploiting attractive resources in Africa, but it will determine the size 
of their investment, it emerged from yesterday's panel discussion at the African 
Mining Congress in Sandton. 
 

Increasing costs and longer waits dog gold and all mining output expansions. 
(15/06/2008 - International Business Times) 
Global gold mine reserve additions stymied by high oil and equipment delays - 
other metals too. 
(15/06/2008 – Mineweb) 

http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page67?oid=54741&sn=Detail 
Increasing infrastructure and producing costs, for example due to rising fuel price, 
might halt mining output. To explain, this article refers among other things to Tenke 
Fungurume and Kinsvere Stage II project in DRC. 
 

DRC 

DRC to grow 12% on mining in 2008. 
(17/06/2008 – Mining Weekly) 
http://www.miningweekly.com/article.php?a_id=135878 

Booming investment in the Democratic Republic of Congo's long-neglected mining 
sector is expected to boost growth to 12 percent this year, the central bank's director 
of research said. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Mines, le gouvernement adopte deux projets de Décrets. 
(14/06/2008 – La Prospérité - allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806140002.html 

The Congolese government created two new decrees concerning the regulation of 
the mining sector. 
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DRC mining contract re-negotiation talks to start next month. 
(13/06/2008 – Reuters - Mineweb) 
http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page67?oid=54664&sn=Detail 

DRC offers some clarity on renegotiations. 
(12/06/2008 – northernminer – Denis Tougas) 

For consultation at request. 
Congo to start mines renegotiations in mid-July. 
(12/06/2008 – Reuters – MONUC) 

http://www.monuc.org/news.aspx?newsID=17577 
DRC will begin renegotiating some 60 mining contracts in mid-July as part of a long-
delayed review process, the central African nation's deputy mines minister Kasongo 
announced. 
 

Ce qu’a été l’atelier organisé par la coalition “ Publiez ce vous payez ” à 
l’intention des médias kinois. 
(11/06/2008 – Mediocongo.net) 
http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51906 

“Publish what you pay” has invited the press on a meeting with the following central 
theme: The media for transparency in the management of extractive industries 
revenues. 
 

Congo-Kinshasa: Gestion des ressources naturelles - la RDC refuse la 
transparence. 
(13/06/2008 – Le Phare- allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806131016.html 

The Congolese government blocks activities of the EITI delegation in DRC. This was 
stated at the meeting organised by “Publish what you pay”. 
 

Rapport Général: Spéciale table rond: Journées Minières du Katanga tenues 
du 30 au 31 mai 2008 au musée national de Lubumbashi. 
(11/06/2008 – Congoforum) 

http://www.congoforum.be/upldocs/JOurneesMinieres-Katanga-

RAPPORTGENERAL-Mai08%5B2%5D.pdf 
General report on the round table conference of the Katanga mining sector. 
 

Mbuji Mayi : site Mintembele, démolition de plus de 100 maisons. 
(16/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19088 

Bulldozers of Miba have destructed the houses built at the site Mintembele. 
Mintembele is a disputed area between Miba and the local Bakwanga population.  
 
Thierry Michel heeft nieuwe film, “Katanga Mining Business”. 
(17/06/2008 – Congoforum) 
http://www.congoforum.be/ndl/nieuwsdetail.asp?subitem=2&newsid=144861&Actuali

teit=selected 

Thierry Michel produced a new movie concerning the economic political situation of 
the Katanga Mining sector. 
 
Mbuji Mayi : 28 enfants sortis des mines formés au théâtre de développement. 
(10/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19015 

‘Save The Children’ organised a theatre show performed by Congolese children to 
shed light on the situation of the children working in the mines. 
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Congo-Kinshasa: Mbuji-Mayi - 11.000 enfants travaillent dans les mines de 
diamant. 
(17/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806170632.html 

Around 11.000 children appear to be working in diamond mines in and around Mbuji 
Mayi. This is stated in a recent Unicef report. 
 

Diamonds are Forever . . . 
(12/06/2008 – Black State) 
http://www.blackstate.com/diamond.html 

This article tries to explain the role between diamonds and armed conflict, for 
example by referring to the Congolese war. 
 
Lusaka Times : Katumbi hails Zambia-DRC cooperation. 
(14/06/2008 – Congoforum) 

http://www.congoforum.be/en/nieuwsdetail.asp?subitem=1&newsid=144765&Actualit
eit=selected 

Katanga province Governor in the DRC, Moses Katumbi has hailed the bilateral 
cooperation existing between Zambia and his country. 
 

Kinshasa : seules 9 entreprises sont autorisées à exporter le cobalt. 
(12/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19042 

Three weeks after province Governor Moses Katumbi banned the Katanga export on 
cobalt concentrates, the ban is lifted for nine companies.  
 
Cobalt in Idaho and an Endangered Species. 
(12/06/2008 – ResourceInvestor) 

http://www.resourceinvestor.com/pebble.asp?relid=43623 
In this article is stated that it can be presumed high cobalt prices are now 
sustainable, because of several factors. Chief among these is the political risk of 
sourcing cobalt from the DRC.  
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Journée mondiale de l'océan - Les pétroliers de Muanda 
interpellés. 
(11/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806110702.html 

Because of the “international ocean day”, Oil companies in Muanda were asked to 
think about the negative impact their activities have on the environment. 
 

Production pétroliêre et politique des prix de produits pétroliers en RDC: 
Mende et Futa s'expliquent devant les députés. 
(14/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19067 

The Ministers of Hydrocarbon and Economy were heard, in the National Assembly, 
concerning petrol production and the price setting of petrol products. 
 

Congo-Kinshasa: Débat houleux autour de la politique pétrolière du 
gouvernement. 
(14/06/2008 – Le Potentiel; published by allAfrica – 16/06/2008) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806160647.html 

The government’s oil policy was the central topic on the agenda some days ago in 
the National Parliament. 
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Houleux débat à l’Assemblée nationale sur la gestion du secteur pétrolier en 
RDC avec vive prise à partie du ministre Lambert Mende. 
(14/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51968 

Congo-Kinshasa: Lambert Mende face aux Députés! 
(13/06/2008 – La Prospérité – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806130151.html 

Congo-Kinshasa: Mende s'en sort avec quelques recommandations! 
(14/06/2008 – La Prospérité - allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806140010.html 

The Minister of Hydrocarbon appeared in front of the National Parliament, where he 
answered some questions concerning oil exploitation. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Graben Albertine, Bamanisa pour la réhabilitation de Tullow 
Oil dans ses droits. 
(14/06/2008 – La Prospérité - allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806140009.html 

Concerning the question that Member of Parliament Bamanisa Saidi Jean asked the 
Minister of Hydrocarbon. 
 

Parlement : motion de défiance contre Lambert Mende. 
(16/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19077 

Congo-Kinshasa: Assemblée nationale - Motion d'interpellation du ministre 
des Hydrocarbures. 
(17/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806170482.html 

RDC: Mauvaise gestion des Hydrocarbures. 
(17/06/2008 – DIA-afrique) 
http://www.dia-afrique.org/suite.php?newsid=5802 

Members of the opposition in parliament judge that Lambert Mende’s management is 
insufficient. They brought forward a vote of no-confidence. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: La tête de Mende mise à prix! 
(16/06/2008 – La Prospérité – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806160803.html 
Extensive article on the vote of no-confidence in the Congolese parliament 
concerning the Minister of Hydrocarbon, Lambert Mende. 
 
Cinq questions à Lambert Mende Omalanga (*) par St. Augustin Kinienzi. 
(16/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – Congoforum) 

http://www.congoforum.be/fr/interviewsdetail.asp?subitem=&id=144802&interviews=s

elected 
Interview with the Congolese Minister of Hydrocarbon. 
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CONGO BASIN FOREST FUND: The British Government makes an initial 
donation of 100 Million U.S Dollars. 
(16/06/2008 – African Development Bank Group) 

http://www.afdb.org/portal/page?_pageid=293,174339&_dad=portal&_schema=POR

TAL&press_item=30734187 

Congo Basin Fund Launch Takes Place in London. 
(16/06/2008 – African Development Bank Group) 

http://www.afdb.org/portal/page?_pageid=293,174339&_dad=portal&_schema=POR

TAL&press_item=30734191 
AfDB Hosts Congo Basin Forest Fund. 
(16/06/2008 – African Development Bank Group) 

http://www.afdb.org/portal/page?_pageid=293,174339&_dad=portal&_schema=POR
TAL&press_item=30734195 

Bank Group intervention in the Congo Basin. 
(16/06/2008 – African Development Bank Group) 

http://www.afdb.org/portal/page?_pageid=293,174339&_dad=portal&_schema=POR
TAL&press_item=30734409 

The intention behind the allocation to the CBF programme is to slow the rate of 
deforestation by developing the capacity of people and institutions in the Congo 
Basin countries to manage their forests, and help local communities find livelihoods 
that are consistent with the conservation of forests. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Energie - Visite d'inspection des travaux de fiabilisation du 
barrage Ruzizi I. 
(12/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120372.html 
It is important to offer sufficient, stabile electricity supply in order to attract foreign 
investment. 
 
Expulsion bientôt des Congolais en situation irrégulière dans les zones 
minières angolaises : la société civile de la Rdc met en garde le 
Gouvernement. 
(10/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 
http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51881 

The Angolan government wants to expel Congolese artisanal mine workers from its 
mineral rich territories. The Congolese civil society protests. 
 

Quelque 22.230 Congolais refoulés d’Angola se retrouvent en situation critique 
au Bandundu d’où ils gagnent les deux Kasaï et le Katanga! 
(12/06/2008 – Le Phare - Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51917 

La situation sécuritaire et humanitaire des Congolais expulsés d’Angola 
évaluée par une équipe multisectorielle du territoire de Kasongo-Lunda. 
(12/06/2008 – ACP – Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51918 

The expulsion of 22.000 Congolese artisanal mine workers from Angola could turn 
into a humanitarian dangerous situation. 
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Growing human rights abuse on Angola-DRC border, expelled diamond 
diggers robbed and beaten by authorities. 
(13/06/2008 – Partnership Africa Canada) 

http://www.pacweb.org/e/images/stories/documents/angola-drc_border_june-

2008.pdf 

PAC has expressed its deep concern about growing human rights abuse affecting 
illegal Congolese migrants in Angola, and calls on the governments of Angola and 
the DRC to deal with the problem according to international laws on migration and 
human rights. 
 

DRC: Sexual abuse widespread among fresh wave deportees from Angola. 
(11/06/2008 – IRIN) 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=78689 

RDC: De nombreuses Congolaises expulsées d'Angola victimes de viols. 
(12/06/2008 - ReliefWeb) 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/VDUX-
7FJKV3?OpenDocument&RSS20=18-P 

Most women arriving in the province of Kasai Occidental in the DRC among a new 
wave of some 27,000 deportees from Angola, have been sexually abused, a local 
health official said. 
 

UGANDA 

Uganda: Construction of Oil Refinery Starts. 
(13/06/2008 – The Monitor – allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806130869.html 

Construction of the long-awaited oil refinery in Hoima District has started. The 
government in conjunction with Tullow Oil Company from Ireland have started the 
construction expected to produce 400 barrels of diesel and kerosene every day to 
cater for the local demand. 
 
Uganda adamant to refine oil. 
(16/06/2008 – afrol News) 

http://www.afrol.com/articles/29399 
President Museveni strongly believes Uganda should refine its own oil into finished 
products to meet domestic need. 
 
'Uganda will not export crude oil'. 
(16/06/2008 – New Vision) 

http://www.newvision.co.ug/detail.php?newsCategoryId=12&newsId=633929 

Uganda will not export crude oil but have it refined to maximise returns from 
exploration. This was announced by President Yoweri Museveni at the Organisation 
of Islamic Countries first business forum in Kampala yesterday. 
 
Uganda says no to crude oil export. 
(17/06/2008 – afrik.com) 

http://en.afrik.com/article13858.html 

Uganda has no plans to export crude oil until the black gold is refined and sold as a 
finished product to create better economic opportunities. 
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Uganda Says Companies Must Build Refineries to Export Oil. 
(16/06/2008 – Bloomberg) 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=aeluYlhpfqXw&refer=afric

a 

Museveni said oil companies must build refineries and process the fuel in the country 
before they will be allowed to export production as the administration seeks to boost 
local earnings and jobs. 
 
Bunyoro Demands Share of Revenue From Lake Albert Oil. 
(13/06/2008 – The Monitor) 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Bunyoro_demands_share_of_revenu

e_from_Lake_Albert_oil.shtml 
(14/06/2008 - allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806131121.html 

Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom has maintained its demand for a share on oil revenues. It 
asked the Ugandan government to come out clearly and state the share in revenues 
that the kingdom will get from oil exploitation. 
 

NFA warns people against timber smuggling. 
(16/06/2008 – UGPulse) 

http://www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/news.asp?ID=5852 

The National forestry Authority has warned the people against smuggling Timber to 
Foreign Countries neighboring Uganda especailly Southern Sudan to ensure 
sustainable management of forests and ensure proper collection of revenues. 
 

RWANDA 

RWANDA: Dure houtskool zet Rwandese bossen onder druk. 
(15/06/2008 – IPS) 

http://www.ipsnews.be/index.php?id=35&no_cache=1&tx_uwnews_pi4[art_id]=21571 

Following the recent strong price increases of charcoal, many owners of a piece of 
private forest log trees illegally. The Rwandan government responds with high 
penalties. 
 

OIL DISCOVERY AT LAKE ALBERT 

Congo-Kinshasa: Frontières RDC-Ouganga - Les experts en concertation à 
Kinshasa. 
(12/06/2008 – Le Potentiel - allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120620.html 

Le tracé des frontières entre la RDC et l’Ouganda au centre d’une réunion à 
Kinshasa de la commission technique mixte d’experts des deux pays. 
(11/06/2008 – ACP - Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51892 

From April 10 till 14, Congolese and Ugandan experts will discuss in Kinshasa a 
demarcation mechanism to determine the exact place of the border between the two 
countries.  
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Felle strijd om olie speelt vissers op Albertmeer parten. 
(16/06/2008 – Congoforum) 
http://www.congoforum.be/ndl/nieuwsdetail.asp?subitem=3&newsid=144683&Actuali

teit=selected 

Life has become very hard for fishermen at Lake Albert. They work and live right on 
top of a large oil deposit that is subject of a quarrel between DRC and Uganda. 
 

 
 

International mining companies in the Great Lakes Region 

 

Lundin CEO upbeat on Tenke Fungurume project. 
(11/06/2008 – Mining Weekly) 

http://www.miningweekly.com/article.php?a_id=135541 
While the purchase of a stake in the Tenke Fungurume copper/cobalt project last 
year has proved a “value-destroying exercise” for the company so far, Lundin Mining 
CEO Phil Wright is determined to see it through to production, scheduled to begin 
towards the end of next year. 
 

DRC to face revaluation of 60 mining contracts. 
(14/06/2008 – DiamondWorld) 

http://diamondworld.net/contentview.aspx?item=2722 

After 60 mining contracts of the DRC were recommended to be re-evaluated by the 
government, BHP Billiton and De Beers are considering revaluating their contracts 
with DRC in mid-July. 
 

Rio Tinto joins DRC diamond hunt. 
(12/06/2008 – Mineweb) 

http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page37?oid=54605&sn=Detail 

Rio looks to BRC DiamondCore for DRC diamonds. 
(16/06/2008 – International Mining) 

http://www.im-mining.com/2008/06/16/rio-looks-to-brc-diamondcore-for-drc-

diamonds/#more-1039 

Canadian/South African junior diamond explorer and miner, BRC DiamondCore, has 
announced that mining major Rio Tinto has signed a letter of intent for Rio to be able 
to earn up to 60 percent in BRCs five diamond concessions in the north of the DRC. 
 
BRC DiamondCore gets Rio Tinto on board. 
(12/06/2008 – Miningmx) 

http://www.miningmx.com/diamonds/577117.htm 

Diamond junior BRC DiamondCore has struck a JV agreement with resource 
heavyweight Rio Tinto over some of its exploration prospects in the DRC. 
 

Rio Tinto Partners Congo's BRC DiamondCore. 
(13/06/2008 – Resource Investor) 

http://www.resourceinvestor.com/pebble.asp?relid=43633 

Rio Tinto partners with BRC DiamondCore in DRC prospects. 
(12/06/2008 – Mining Weekly) 

http://www.miningweekly.com/article.php?a_id=135580 

Global resources group Rio Tinto has signed an agreement with diamond explorer 
BRC DiamondCore that will give Rio Tinto the right to earn up to 60% in some of 
BRC DiamondCore’s Democratic Republic of Congo properties. 
 



 

 10  
IPIS vzw -  Briefing Service 11 – 17 June 2008 

 

Africa’s greatest little story – copper/cobalt saga continues. 
(12/06/2008 – Mineweb) 
http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page36?oid=54633&sn=Detail 

Beijing-based Creat Group has come up with a counter offer, to that tabled by 
Camrose, for Africo, which apparently owns 75% of Kalukundi, situated in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo's mineral-rich Katanga Province. Kalukundi ranks 
as one of the richest medium sized copper-cobalt deposits ever known. 
 

Katanga chief Arthur Ditto quits, Glencore to nominate replacement. 
(16/06/2008 – Mining Weekly) 

http://www.miningweekly.com/article.php?a_id=135780 

The president and CEO of Katanga Mining, Arthur Ditto, will step down for “personal 
reasons”. The company did not say how soon it plans to appoint a new chief 
executive, although major shareholder Glencore, which has the right to nominate a 
replacement for Ditto, has identified a prospective candidate for consideration. 
 
Katanga's Ditto to Quit, Glencore to Name Replacement (Update3). 
(16/06/2008 – Bloomberg) 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601082&sid=avl_eCrOhMX4&refer=ca
nada 

Katanga Mining leader announces retirement. 
(16/06/2008 – National Post) 
http://network.nationalpost.com/np/blogs/fpposted/archive/2008/06/16/katanga-

mining-leader-announces-retirement.aspx 

UPDATE 1-Katanga CEO quits, Glencore to name replacement. 
(16/06/2008 – Reuters) 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/governmentFilingsNews/idUKN1625711820080616?pag

eNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=0 

Katanga Mining Announces Intended Resignation of CEO. 
(16/06/2008 – Marketwire) 

http://www.marketwire.com/mw/release.do?id=868925 

Katanga Mining Ltd., restarting the DRC's largest underground copper mine, said 
Chief Executive Officer Arthur Ditto will quit and shareholder Glencore International 
AG will nominate his replacement. 
 

Glencore to appoint CEO of Katanga Mining. 
(17/06/2008 – SteelGuru) 

http://steelguru.com/news/index/2008/06/17/NTA4NTM%3D/Glencore_to_appoint_C

EO_of_Katanga_Mining.html 
The appointment of the CEO would further entrench the influence of closely held 
Glencore which has made loans to Katanga to fund the development of its projects. 
 

Market Report: Investors dig in to Camec on talk of Swiss interest. 
(13/06/2008 – The Independent) 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/sharewatch/market-report-investors-

dig-in-to-camec-on-talk-of-swiss-interest-846341.html 
Bid speculation sparked a rally in Camec. The DRC-focused copper and cobalt miner 
rose 5.73 per cent after rumours of interest from Glencore, the Swiss commodities 
trader. 
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EnerGulf To Conduct Aeromag Survey On Lotshi Block, DR Congo. 
(12/06/2008 – Marketwire) 
http://www.marketwire.com/mw/release.do?id=868178 

(13/06/2008 – OilVoice) 

http://www.oilvoice.com/n/EnerGulf_To_Conduct_Aeromag_Survey_On_Lotshi_Bloc

k_DR_Congo/78488518.aspx 
EnerGulf has entered into an agreement with South Africa based New Resolution 
Geophysics (NRG) to commence acquisition of a reconnaissance aeromagnetic and 
gravity survey of EnerGulf’s Lotshi Block, onshore DRC. The Lotshi Block covers 
approx 475 sq km in the onshore coastal basin of the western DRC and is 
contiguous to the highly prospective Cabinda area of Angola. EnerGulf is the 
operator of the block. 
 

Scott Andries. 
(11/06/2008 – Africa Mining Intelligence) 

For Consultation at IPIS library. 
Production director of First Quantum Minerals. FQM was recently hit by the decision 
of Katumbi to ban the export of cobalt concentrates. 
 
La RDC exhortée à exporter son cobalt. 
(17/06/2008 - Les Afriques) 

http://www.lesafriques.com/congo-rdc-/la-rdc-exhortee-a-exporter-son-
cobalt.html?Itemid=49?articleid=7191 

First Quantum Minerals asked the Katanga authorities to lift the ban on the export of 
cobalt concentrates. 
 
Ngaliema: le quartier Camp Luka doté d'une borne fontaine. 
(14/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19068 
Le député Muyej offre un puits d’eau potable aux populations de Camp Luka à 
Kinshasa avec le soutien des sociétés SOMIKA et Solutions for Africa. 
(14/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51967 
With financial support of Somika, a mining enterprise working in Katanga, two water 
cisterns were build in Ngaliema. 
 
Vale prepares new bid for large mining company. 
(10/06/2008 – Reuters – Mineweb) 

http://www.mineweb.com/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page504?oid=54487&sn=Detail 
Three companies – Anglo American, Freeport-McMoran Copper and Gold, and Alcoa 
Inc. have been named as possible targets of a $30 billion bid from Brazilian mining 
giant Vale. 
 
Tullow sells majority stake in Hewett Unit. 
(11/06/2008 – Financial Times) 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/32694c0c-3750-11dd-bc1c-0000779fd2ac.html 
The sale, which includes the Hewett gas fields and associated infrastructure, is part 
of Tullow's North Sea portfolio reshuffle and will allow the group to beef up its 
finances ahead of big developments in Ghana and Uganda. 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 12  
IPIS vzw -  Briefing Service 11 – 17 June 2008 

 

Woman battles oil giants over Wandegeya property. 
(14/06/2008 – The Monitor) 
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Woman_battles_oil_giants_over_Wan

degeya_property.shtml 

A desperate woman has accused oils giant Shell Uganda of using old-fashioned 
legal tactics to frustrate her efforts to reclaim ownership of property she says was 
illegally acquired by the company. 
 

 
 

China in the Great Lakes Region 

 

China’s New Role in Africa and the South: A search for a new perspective. 
(February 2008 – Fahamu and Pambazuka) 
http://www.fahamu.org/downloads/china_2.pdf 

China’s global expansion is much talked about, but usually from the viewpoint of the 
West. This is a collection of essays, written by scholars and activists from China and 
the global South, that provides diverse views on the challenges faced by Africa, Latin 
America and Asia as a result of China’s rise as a significant global economic power.  
 
La présence de la Chine au G77 rassure les pays pauvres. 
(11/06/2008 – Afrik) 

http://www.afrik.com/article14507.html 

China is present at the twelfth summit of the G77 to consolidate its role as a solid 
partner for developing countries. 
 

AFRICA:  Concerns over Chinese Investment and Working Conditions. 
(16/06/2008 – IPS) 

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=42815 

Chinese investment in African countries comes with few strings attached – which is 
exactly what concerns civil society organisations. 
 

Congo-Kinshasa: Trois carrières cédées aux Chinois pour les travaux de la 
voirie urbaine. 
(11/06/2008 – La Prospérité – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120426.html 

Le gouverneur de Kinshasa signe 3 arrêtés portant cession des carrières aux 
entreprises chinoises de construction des routes. 
(11/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51887 

The governor of Kinshasa signed an arrest handing over three mining quarries to 
Chinese enterprises, as part of the governments deal with the Chinese investors.   
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Arms trade / Security in the Great Lakes Region 

 

Council conclusions on the Great Lakes Region. 
(16-17/06/2008 – Council of the European Union) 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/gena/101232.p

df 
The council’s conclusions of its meeting on the Great Lakes Region. It includes 
several declarations on the ongoing peace processes in the region. 
 
Gun Runners, vingt ans de transport d'armes en zones de conflit. 
(16/06/2008 – Le Figaro) 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/lefigaromagazine/2008/06/14/01006-20080614ARTFIG00607-

gun-runners-vingt-ans-de-transport-d-armes-en-zones-de-conflit.php 
Bob Tass talks about his adventures as an arms dealer in several conflict zones, for 
example Rwanda and DRC. 
 

UGANDA 

Uganda: I Am Back As LRA Talks Chief, Says Matsanga. 
(11/06/2008 – New Vision - allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806120113.html 
The Government is yet to receive formal communication from LRA leader, Joseph 
Kony, about his willingness to resume the peace talks. Over the weekend, the former 
leader of the LRA peace team, David Matsanga, said Kony had reinstated him, 
adding that he had been mandated to ensure that the talks resumed and the final 
agreement signed. 
 

The Juba peace process - The end of the road. 
12/06/2008 – Pambazuka) 

http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/letters/48702 

The Juba Peace Process, the two-year negotiations aimed at ending the war in 
Uganda, has ended with rebel leader Joseph Kony refusing to sign the final 
agreement. 
 
New conflict with Uganda rebels looms. 
(12/06/2008 – DPA - Mail&Guardian - MONUC) 

http://www.mg.co.za/articlepage.aspx?area=/breaking_news/breaking_news__africa/

&articleid=341824&referrer=RSS 
http://www.monuc.org/news.aspx?newsID=17576 

The two-year peace process in Uganda aimed at ending a rebellion by the notorious 
LRA lies in tatters as the rebels rearm and Uganda, the DRC and South Sudan gear 
up for battle. 
 

Museveni says U.N., Congo must deal with his rebels. 
(16/06/2008 – AP – MONUC) 

http://www.monuc.org/news.aspx?newsID=17596 

The president said Uganda will help Congo or the United Nations find a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict but added, “It is the responsibility of the Congo government 
to deal with them there.” 
  

 



 

 14  
IPIS vzw -  Briefing Service 11 – 17 June 2008 

 

Uganda ready to attack LRA rebels. 
(15/06/2008 – New Vision) 
http://www.newvision.co.ug/detail.php?newsCategoryId=12&newsId=633688 

Uganda: Army Ready to Attack LRA Rebels. 
(15/06/2008 – allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806160001.html 
The UPDF is ready to launch a major onslaught against LRA rebels following reports 
that the fighters have split into smaller groups and are moving towards the border 
with Sudan. 
 

Sudan: Options Beyond Juba Talks. 
(15/06/2008 – The Monitor - allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200806150020.html 

Early February 2007, the Ugandan army announced that it had reached an 
agreement with the DR-Congo and Southern Sudan to fight the LRA. 
 
Uganda: SPLA, LRA Rebels Clash in Nimule. 
(16/06/2008 – New Vision; published by allAfrica – 17/06/2008) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806170090.html 
THE South Sudanese army clashed with a group of LRA fighters at Nimule, on the 
border with Uganda, on Sunday, according to UN sources. 
 
Uganda says rebels fought south Sudan forces. 
(17/06/2008 – Reuters) 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/featuredCrisis/idUKL1769023920080617 

Fugitive rebels from Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army have clashed with south 
Sudanese forces for a second time this month, Uganda's military said on Tuesday. 
 

War Fears Return. 
(12/06/2008 – Istitute for War & Peace Reporting) 

http://www.iwpr.net/index.php?apc_state=hen&s=o&o=l=EN&p=acr&s=f&o=345141 

People in northern Uganda say the past two years of relative peace has almost 
brought life to normal. But they worry that this could come to a sudden end after 
hearing news that Uganda and other countries in the region were talking about an 
attack on the LRA in the northeastern corner of the DRC. 
 
Uganda: LRA Attacks Cause Panic in North. 
(11/06/2008 – The Monitor) 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-
special/LRA_attacks_cause_panic_in_north.shtml 

(11/06/2008 – allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806110775.html 

Reports of LRA rebels attacking a town near DRC- South Sudan border and moving 
towards Uganda have caused panic in Gulu. Gulu and other areas in the north and 
eastern part of the country have enjoyed relative peace since peace talks between 
the LRA and the government began in July 2006 to end the two-decade-old rebellion. 
 

Uganda: LRA Rebels Won't Return, Army Tells IDPs. 
(15/06/2008 – New Vision; published by allAfrica – 16/06/2008) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200806160997.html 

The army has assured internally displaced people returning to their villages that the 
LRA rebels will be finished off if they attempt to infiltrate Uganda. 
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Uganda: Armed Robbers Now Terrorise North. 
(12/06/2008 – The Monitor – allAfrica) 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200806120327.html 

The army publicist for northern region, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu points a finger Lords 
Resistance Army (LRA) ex-combatants who he said did not surrender some of the 
ammunition they had and terrorise civilians. 
 

DRC 

It's all relative. 
(12/06/2008 – The Economist) 

http://www.economist.com/world/africa/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11550952&fsrc=R

SS 

“Last week, the military situation remained relatively calm across the territory of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Nevertheless, incidents were reported in the Kivus.” 
This unchanging opening mantra of the weekly press conference held by MONUC, is 
an exercise in understatement. Still, bad as things are, they could be worse, 
especially when viewed through the prism of the recent past. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Paix hypothéquée. 
(17/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806170352.html 

There have been loads of efforts for the pacification of Eastern DRC with a lot of 
attention from the international community. Still on the ground a consolidated peace 
is achieved only very gradually. 
 

Congo-Kinshasa: La paix toujours menacée à Kivu. 
(17/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806170713.html 

Although several peace efforts have been launched, peace is still threatened in the 
Kivu provinces. 
 
"En finir avec le conflit de l'Ituri" 
(12/06/2008 – International Crisis Group) 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5483&l=1 

To re-establish state authority in the Ituri district, it is necessary to develop an 
integrated strategy including attention for disarmament, impunity, the transparency in 
the mineral sector and the fair distribution of its earnings. 
 

Le Chef de l’Etat informé par MM Alan Doss et Van De Geer de l’évolution de la 
situation sécuritaire à l’Est du pays. 
(13/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51937 

Van De Geer (EU) and Alan Doss (UN) visited Kabila to discuss the evolution of the 
security situation in the Kivu provinces. 
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Programme Amani: Laurent Nkunda prêt pour le désengagement de ses 
troupes. 
(10/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19009 

Congo-Kinshasa: Le CNDP prêt au désengagement de ses hommes. 
(11/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica – Digitalcongo.net) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806110662.html 

http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51891 

Congo-Kinshasa: Le général Nkunda prêt pour le désengagement de ses 
troupes. 
(10/06/2008 – Rwanda News Agency - allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806110040.html 
Accords de Nairobi : le CNDP déplore la non application, l’armée nationale 
note des progrès. 
(17/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19107 
CNDP says it is prepared to disengage its troops in the short term to facilitate the 
return of IDP’s in North Kivu. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Province Orientale - Fin des opérations militaires à 
Bafwansende. 
(12/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120285.html 

The military operations in Bafwansende, against Maï Maï factions that opposed 
integration into the national army, have been ceased in order to promote dialogue 
and for the good of the population. 
 

Goma: trois nouveaux groupes armés vont intégrer le programme Amani. 
(15/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 
http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19072 

Three new Maï Maï groupings in the Kivu provinces stated they were prepared to 
submit to the Amani programme.  
 
Congo-Kinshasa: North Kivu - UN Security Council Demands the Disarmament 
of Militia Groups. 
(10/06/2008 – MONUC) 
http://www.monuc.org/news.aspx?newsID=17555 

(10/06/2008 – allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806101056.html 
Congo-Kinshasa: Nord Kivu - Le Conseil de Sécurité de l'ONU exige le 
désarmement des milices. 
(10/06/2008 – MONUC – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806101124.html 
Congo-Kinshasa: Mission du Conseil de sécurité en RDC - Des questions de 
fond demeurent. 
(11/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806110697.html 

The Security Council reaffirmed its support for the implementation of the Amani 
Programme and for the policies of reconciliation. It also stressed that it wishes to see 
a rapid disarming of all the armed militia and groups. 
 

174 maisons brûlées à Kamandi lac. 
(16/06/2008 – Digitalcongo.net) 
http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51985 

Maï Maï rebels have put 174 houses on fire while fighting CNDP. 
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Kenya: Quatrième réunion du Groupe conjoint de suivi de Nairobi. 
(11/06/2008 – MONUC) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806110715.html 

Congo-Kinshasa: Evoquant la rencontre de Rubavu au Rwanda - Alan Doss : « 
Nous ne pouvons pas permettre aux groupes armés de faire la loi » 
(12/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120375.html 

Alan Doss participated in Rubavu at a meeting of the Joint Monitoring Group for the 
follow-up of the implementation of the agreement reached in Nairobi last November  
 

Situation humanitaire et sécuritaire préoccupante à Kinyandoni depuis 
l'attaque des FDLR. 
(10/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19011 

The humanitarian situation is disastrous in the refugee camps since the attacks of 
the FDLR. 
 

L’UE et les USA condamnent l’attaque du camp des déplacés de Kinyandoni à 
l’Est de la RDC et préconisent des sanctions contre les FDLR vivant en 
Europe. 
(12/06/2008 – Digital congo.net) 
http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51928 

The EU and the USA strongly condemn the attacks at the refugee camps in Eastern 
DRC. They even consider sanctions against the FDLR. 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Nord-Kivu - Les FARDC lancent une action contre les FDLR à 
Buramba. 
(12/06/2008 – Le Potentiel – allAfrica) 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806120337.html 

The Congolese national army has launched several attacks against FDLR in North 
Kivu. 
 
Une mission de bons offices de la SADC attendue prochainement à Kinshasa 
dans le cadre d’un appui au processus de Nairobi et Amani. 
(10/06/2008 – L’Avenir - Digitalcongo.net) 
http://www.digitalcongo.net/article/51880 

The SADC meeting recently held (Comité inter Etats de Défense des pays membres) 
established a mission for Kinshasa to support the processes of the Nairobi 
agreement and the Amani programme. 
 

Mwenga : les FDLR ne soutiennent ni le programme Amani, ni le processus de 
Naïrobi. 
(13/06/2008 – Radio Okapi) 

http://www.radiookapi.net/index.php?i=53&a=19064 

FDLR rebellions in Mwenga told the MONUC DDR sensitizing campaign did not 
interest them in any way. 
 

De EU moet nu werken aan vrede in Oost-Congo. 
(16/06/2008 – Oxfam) 

http://www.oxfamsol.be/nl/article.php3?id_article=1395 

At the time EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs are gathered in Brussels to discuss the 
mission in Congo, Oxfam asks the European leaders to do more for a sustainable 
peace in Eastern DRC. 
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BURUNDI 

BURUNDI: Rebel leader's return a boon for peace prospects. 
(12/06/2008 – IRIN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=78696 
The return from exile of a key rebel leader is a significant development in Burundi's 
search for peace, but his group and the government need to quickly overcome 
mutual suspicions and make compromises, according to observers. 
 

Burundi Parties Sign Magaliesberg Communiqué for Peace. 
(12/06/2008 – BuaNews - allAfrica) 
http://www.buanews.gov.za/view.php?ID=08061213151002&coll=buanew08 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806120630.html 

The Burundi government and the rebel Palipehutu-FNL on Wednesday committed 
themselves to lasting peace through the Magaliesberg Communiqué on the Burundi 
Peace Process. 
 

After 15 years, hints of peace in Burundi. 
(16/06/2008 – Herald Tribune) 

http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/16/africa/16burundi.php 

After 15 years of civil war, the last of Burundi's rebel groups has finally come to the 
negotiating table. A cease-fire signed in late May is still holding, and for the first time 
all the decision makers — including top rebel leaders— are in the same place, here 
in the capital, Bujumbura. 
 
BURUNDI: Cantonment of rebel FNL fighters set to begin. 
(17/06/2008 – IRIN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportID=78774 
Burundi’s last active rebel leader, Agathon Rwasa, has declared the end of the 
armed struggle against the government at a ceremony to mark the formal start of the 
cantonment of his fighters in western Burundi. 
 
Burundi: La rébellion exige plus de sites de cantonnement. 
(14/06/2008 – Le Potentiel; published by allAfrica – 16/06/2008) 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200806160679.html 
There are more cantonment places needed for the PALIPEHUTU-FNL militias 
awaiting their demobilisation. 
 

Burundi: Joint Declaration Between the Government of Burundi and 
Palipehutu-FNL, Johannesburg. 
(8/06/2008 – Institute for Security Studies) 

http://www.issafrica.org/dynamic/administration/file_manager/file_links/BURUNDIDE
C.PDF?link_id=&slink_id=6077&link_type=&slink_type=13&tmpl_id=3 

 

Magaliesburg Communiqué of the Burundi Peace Process. 
(10/06/2008 – Institute for Security Studies) 

http://www.issafrica.org/dynamic/administration/file_manager/file_links/BURUNDIMA

GALIES.PDF?link_id=&slink_id=6078&link_type=&slink_type=13&tmpl_id=3 
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Photo journal: De-mining Burundi. 
(11/06/2008 - BBC News) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/picture_gallery/08/africa_de_mining_burundi_/h

tml/1.stm 

Burundi is due to become the first mine-affected country in the world to be declared 
free from landmines. It is emerging from 13 years of civil war. Peace is now within 
sight. The de-mining operation is central to Burundi's reconstruction effort. 
 

RWANDA 

Rwanda: Military Spending Going Down, New Figures Show. 
(12/06/2008 - Rwanda News Agency - allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806120461.html 

The government budgetary allocations to defense have been steadily going down - 
dropping by more than 30% between 1998 and 2007, new figures from a panel of 
experts indicate. 
 
 

 

Other 

 

IMF Executive Board Completes Fourth Review under PRGF Arrangement for 
Rwanda and Approves US$1.8 Million Disbursement. 
(16/06/2008 – IMF) 

http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2008/pr08138.htm 
The Executive Board of the IMF has completed the fourth review of Rwanda's 
performance under a three-year Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF) 
arrangement. The completion of the review allows for the disbursement of US$1.8 
million, which would bring total disbursements under the arrangement to US$9.2 
million. 
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Vrede en veiligheid 

 

*Can be found at IPIS library 

 
Keywords used in Google: 

arms Burundi 

arms Congo 

arms Rwanda 

arms Uganda 

 

burundi mining 

Congo mining 

DRC mining 

Rwanda mining 

Uganda mining 

 

armes RDC 

armes Ouganda 

armes Rwanda 

armes Burundi 

 

exploitation Ouganda 

exploitation Rwanda 

exploitation Burundi 

exploitation RDC 

mine RDC 

mine Ouganda 

 

forest DRC 

logging DRC 

logging Uganda 

logging Rwanda 

logging Burundi 

DRC timber 

Rwanda timber 

Uganda timber 

Burundi timber 
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Congo timber 

 

exploitation forestière RDC 

exploitation forestière Rwanda 

exploitation forestière Ouganda 

exploitation forestière Burundi 

 

 


